Gmina Grudziadz na rzecz mlodziezy i
demokracji w Europie

W 2023 roku Wéjt Gminy Grudziadz, Andrzej Rodziewicz, podpisal umowe i otrzymat grant na
realizacje projektu "Mtodziez i demokracja: wzmocnienie pozycji nastepnego pokolenia Europy",
finansowanego z europejskiego programu CERV "Obywatele, Réwnos¢, Prawa i Wartosci".

W dniach 9-12 wrzes$nia 2024 r. delegacja z Urzedu Gminy Grudziadz, w sktad ktérej wchodzili
Karolina Luszaj i Michat Dyduch, uczestniczyta w wyjezdzie studyjnym do Sofii (Butgaria).

To kolejne wydarzenie w ramach projektu - tym razem panel dyskusyjny skupit sie wokét analizy
wynikdw wyboréw europejskich oraz nad wyzwaniami, z ktérymi nowy rzad europejski musi sie
zmierzy¢, aby poprawic¢ jakos¢ zycia swoich obywateli na poziomie lokalnym.

Na poczatku biezacego roku Wéjt Gminy Grudziadz Andrzej Rodziewicz wraz z Zastepca Wojta
Jackiem Zyglewiczem uczestniczyli w wizycie studyjnej w hiszpanskim miescie Santa Comba,
podpisujac przysiege o przyjazni pomiedzy panstwami. Zgodnie z nia zobowiazali sie do
utrzymywania trwatych wiezi w celu wspierania dialogu, wymiany doswiadczen i realizacji wszelkich
wspolnych dzialan w atmosferze zaufania oraz duchu solidarnosci.

Projekt potrwa do 30 czerwca 2025 roku, a zaangazowanych w niego jest az 17 instytucji z catej
Europy.

The second event of the "EU4YOUth" Network of Towns project, organized under the CERV
Programme, was hosted in Pavlikeni, Bulgaria, from September 9 to 12, 2024. This initiative, led by
the Municipality of Santa Comba, Spain, and supported by 19 partners from 18 EU countries, aimed
to empower European youth and enhance citizen participation in democratic processes, particularly
in light of the 2024 European Elections. Over 85 participants from across Europe, along with local
citizens, policymakers, and experts, gathered to discuss pressing issues and share ideas for fostering
democratic engagement and inclusion.

The event’s key objectives included raising awareness of the significance of democratic
participation, particularly among young people, promoting collaboration among European towns,
and addressing challenges such as voter apathy and digital inclusion. These discussions took place in
a setting designed to inspire intercultural dialogue, knowledge exchange, and practical solutions for
engaging citizens in the EU’s democratic processes.

A series of conferences and debates marked the event’s intellectual core. Prominent speakers
included Ivailo Zdravko, Regional President, who emphasized empowering young people to engage
in local initiatives, and Daniel Panov, Mayor, who highlighted the critical role of education in
fostering informed and active citizenship. Patricia Val, Vice Mayor of Santa Comba, delivered an
address on digital technologies' role in increasing youth participation in politics. Together, these
sessions explored themes such as the outcomes of the 2024 European Elections and strategies to
strengthen youth involvement in shaping Europe’s future.

Workshops provided an interactive space for participants to explore participatory democracy, youth-
led initiatives, and policy inclusivity. Highlights included a masterclass by Olga Stoyanova, a political


https://grudziadz.ug.gov.pl/artykul/43/4977/projekt-mlodziez-i-demokracja-wzmocnienie-pozycji-nastepnego-pokolenia-europy

science expert, who discussed fostering equality and inclusion, and an engaging session by
Francisco Javier Ulloa, who presented best practices in participatory budgeting. These workshops
were widely praised for their practical insights and opportunities for dialogue.

Participants also immersed themselves in Bulgarian culture through guided tours of historical
landmarks, such as the Fortress of Tsarevets and the Thracian Pottery Complex, as well as
traditional Bulgarian music and dance performances. These cultural experiences enriched the event
by fostering a deeper appreciation of the region’s heritage and traditions, further enhancing
intercultural understanding.
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